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August 2019 

 

Asian Hornet Action Team 

W est Sussex now has four divisional teams thanks to Judy Knight 
agreeing to be the coordinator for Wisborough Green.  Debra 

Edwards is the coordinator for Worthing, Harry Boxall coordinates 
Chichester and I coordinate Central Sussex.  
 
Chichester AHAT has had several meetings which has been very useful 
for the other teams resulting in standardising communication; a great 
asset if there is an incursion. 
 
The ‘Asian Hornet Handbook’ will be available to each division and some 
Asian hornet samples will be distributed to each division too to be used 
for identification.  Some ‘BeeCraft’ identification cards have also been 
purchased to be handed out at events. 
 
We are all aware an Asian hornet was discovered in New Milton, Hamp-

shire and after investigating the NBU feels it was a ‘one off’ and not a 

result of a nest from last year. 

 

Melvyn Essen 
WSBKA AHAT Coordinator 
 

       European                     Asian 
                           Hornet 



Page 2 

BBKA Modules Examinations 

Do you want to take a BBKA Module exam this year? 

Until March this year, if you wanted to take any of the written Module 

exams you had to first pass the Basic Assessment. 

Whilst it is still recommended that you pass the Basic before attempting  

any of the written Modules, as from March this year you will now be 

able to take a Module without having passed the Basic Assessment. 

The BBKA Examination Board has taken this decision in the interest of 

inclusivity; to enable those members, who for whatever reason are unable to keep bees, to go through 

the Module system if they wish. 

This autumn all BBKA Modules will be sat on Saturday 9th November.   

If you are interested in sitting any of these examinations this year please register your application with me 

no later than Friday 20th September. 

Full details in the ‘Members’ area at: www.bbka.org.uk/learn 

Finally, congratulations to those members who have recently passed their Basic Assessment and Good 

Luck to those taking the Assessment this month.  Thanks to our Assessors, Pauline Ford, Tom Moore and 

Gordon Allan. 

Sue Elliott 

examsecretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

University of Warwick 

Can you help with research? 
 

I am currently a member of the Devon Beekeepers’ Associa-
tion and I am researching ecosystem services and honey bee 
foraging habits in rural and urban environments for a masters 
degree with The University of Warwick.  
 

I am collecting data from local beekeeping associations 
throughout England and was hoping you may be able to pro-
vide me with some information on beekeeping in West Sussex.  
 

I have developed a short survey which is completely anonymous and has been approved by an ethics 
committee, there are further details on the introduction page of the survey, along with a brief overview 
of my research. 
 

The survey can be accessed via the following link; 
 http://warwick.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_dgnpAIKr7QKCVHn 
 

Thanks for your time, 
 

Amelia Threadgould 

http://www.bbka.org.uk/learn
mailto:examsecretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
http://warwick.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_dgnpAIKr7QKCVHn


Around the Divisions 

All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you plan 
to attend. 

Central Sussex Division 

Saturdays in August - meetings at the Pease Pottage teaching 
apiary from 9:30am.   
Saturday 3rd & Sunday 4th August - Honey Extraction Demon-
stration at Nymans, Handcross, RH17 6EB  
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/nymans 
 
Further details of the Division’s activities from Debbie Rowland: 
chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk or website: 
www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 
 

Chichester Division 

Thursday 22nd August - AHAT Meeting at the Fishbourne Cen-
tre, Blackboy Lane, Fishbourne, PO18 8BE at 7:30pm. 
 
Further details of the Division’s activities from Nick Brown:  
secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk.  Or website: 
www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Saturday 3rd, 10th & 17th August - meetings at the teaching apiary from 2pm. 
Thursday 8th August - ‘Bee Health Day’ with the Regional Bee Inspectors.  This day is now fully booked. 
Monday 26th August - Honey Show on the Village Green with the local Horticultural Society.  
 
Full details of the Division’s activities from Tess Clarke: secretary@wgbka.org.uk  or website: 
www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Worthing Division  

Saturday 3rd August - Visit to a member’s apiary from 2pm. 
Friday 9th  August - Meeting at the teaching apiary from 6pm.   
Sunday 11th August - Honey extraction in Sompting from 2pm. 
Saturday 24th August - Meeting at the teaching apiary from 2pm.   
 
Further details from Debra Edwards: dmcd.edwards@gmail.com or the Division’s website: 
www.worthing-beekeepers.org  
 

... and a Date for your Diary 
 

Thursday 24th - Saturday 26th October - 88th National Honey Show.   Sandown Park Racecourse, Esher, 
Surrey, KT10 9RT.  For full details go to the Show's website at: www.honeyshow.co.uk/  
 
 We are now on facebook so if you would like your  events featured please send details to 
the Editor. 
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‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 

http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/nymans
mailto:chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk
http://www.centralsussexbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
mailto:secretary@wgbka.org.uk
http://www.wgbka.org.uk
mailto:dmcd.edwards@gmail.com
http://www.worthing-beekeepers.org
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/West-Sussex-Beekeepers-Association-631084173737575/
https://www.facebook.com/westsussexbeekeepers/
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Melvyn’s Missive 

Chairman,  Melvyn Essen, writes for the County News 
 

O ur extractors that we loan out for Central Sussex members is getting some 
use now which is a good indicator of the season’s honey harvest.  Our apiary 

has even produced some honey, mainly two colonies.  The rest have been manipu-
lated and split a lot for training purposes.  
 
When I started beekeeping in 2006 I was always disappointed at this time of the 
year when talk of the main flow being over and thoughts of preparing for winter, 
aside from harvesting honey of course, returning the supers for cleaning up; a 

busy time of the beekeeping year. 
 
One main topic this year has been that a lot of colonies have become bad 

tempered.  The colonies I know about was in June when there definitely was 

the ‘June gap’.  This coincided with a poor spell of weather.  As soon as the 

main summer flow started and the weather picked up it was expected the 

colonies would return to being good tempered, but some didn’t and have re-

mained bad tempered.  

There have been similar reports in other areas so it’s not just the south-east.  

One theory is more ‘Buckfast’ queens are being used.  Several generations 

down the line when their temperament can radically change, drones from 

these colonies are mating with our local queens resulting in unstable temperament.   

What actually is a ‘Buckfast’?  They can be obtained from several different countries, if the queens for sale 

are open-mated then can they be sold as true? 

 

Melvyn 
chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 
 

Des Res for Honey Bees 

A landowner in Faygate, near Crawley, is again offering a 4-acre site for honey bees.  He is  offering the 
site to a local beekeeper for a number of colonies in an unused paddock at the bottom of the garden.  The 
site has a mixture of apple trees, lawn, wild areas and general trees. 
 
If you are interested you are invited to inspect at your conven-
ience.   
 
Please contact Edward Bridger-Stille .  
 
ejbs@hotmail.com  
 
Mobile: 07900 690224 

mailto:chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:ejbs@hotmail.com


We’re on the web: 
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
 

Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
 
Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available 

on the website. 
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Thanks to Ipswich & East Suffolk 
Beekeepers’ Association (via ebees) 
for this cartoon which I’m sure 
many of us can relate to! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adapted from: 
www.instagram.com/littlehikerbird  

 ...and finally 

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/West-Sussex-Beekeepers-Association-631084173737575/
http://www.instagram.com/littlehikerbird

